WE SHOW THAT HOCK BURNS ARE
RIFE IN BRITAIN'S SUPERMARKETS

Since publishing the article ‘Chicken Supreme’ in our last newsletter,
accompanied by postcards to send to various supermarkets, we have been
inundated with requeststo explain moreabout the hock burnswhich are evident
on chickensbeing soldin supermarkets.
We have carried out a survey on storesin Norfolk and found chickens
which had suffered hock burnsdisplayed on the shelvesof * Tesco, Asda,
Co-op, Waitrose, Morrisons, Somerfield and even Sainsbury’s and
Marks& Spencer wherewealso saw thetell-talesignson ‘organic’ chicken!
These painful lesions are sustained when chickensareforced to put on asmuch
weight inthe shortest possibletime. Withtheir legsunableto support their bodies
properly, many drag themselves around to reach food and water, and have no
choicebut to crouch onfilthy, ammonia-soaked floors. Asaresult, many chickens
suffer breast blistersand hock burns such asthe example shown here.
Next timeyou arein asupermarket why not do your own investigation and check
out the chicken section - fresh and frozen? Hock burns are very easy to spot,
athough sometimesyouwill seea‘nick’ onthehock wherethe offending burnhas
been cut out. Maybe you would liketo confront the manager with your findings
and with alittle research you can even quote to him the suppliersof the poultry.
Thelabe onwrapped mesat products carriesacode fromwhich you can easily find
the producer. If you have accessto theinternet - just typein
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This hock burn was apparent on a
chicken in the Co-op, but we also found
similar evidence of poor animal welfare
in EVERY supermarket we surveyed.

‘astab’ and the UK number on aGoogle search eg ASTAB 5464 and the supplier’snamewill appear.
Alternatively contact usfor acompletelist of producers namesand locations.

* Supplier sof thechickenswefound with hock burnsat theabovesuper marketsare: Tesco (3005 DoveVdley Poultry Ltd,

Asbourne), Asda (3006 Faccenda Chicken Ltd, Brackley), Co-op (5011 Buxted Chicken Ltd, Suffolk), Waitrose (9502

Moy Park Ltd, Coolhill Dungannon), M orrisons (4014 Sun Valley Poultry Ltd Hereford), Somerfield (5017 GW Padley

Banham Poultry’s Poultry Ltd, Suffolk), Sainsbury’s (9504 Farm Fed Chickens, Coleraine, organic 8005 Lloyd Maunder Ltd, Cullompton)

EEC code and Marks & Spencer (5011 Buxted Chicken Ltd, Suffolk, organic 7161 JWeVM Scale, Pembrokeshire).
(NB: Most super mar ketsaresupplied by morethan onepoultry producer.)



